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LIFE IN THE AGE OF HOMESPUN - A BIBUOGRAPHT 



Developing a bibliography based on every day life in the Age of Homespun 
provided mar^ problems. The most obvious were those created by the diversity 
of daily activities which were necessarily a part of life in that era* As a 
result it was difficult to establish precise limitations for the bibliography* 
For this reason* emphasis was placed upon the development of a bibli- 
ography vdiich would include most basic or standard works covering particular 
aspects of life in the Age of Homespun. Also included were special areas of 
life such as popular movements of the period— religious* reform* and utopian* 
Whenever possible each entry’s general nature and usefulness has been 
noted* Books currently available for purchase were designated by the use of 
(BIP)* Books in Print* at the conclusion of the entry* Books of interest to 
students have been marked S* to teachers T* A book which mi^t be used to 
bettor advantage by a student with close teacher supervision has been given^|fche 
symbol T* (S.). 

This bibliography was not intended to be comprehensive* It is merely a 
beginning* an introduction to available works* Additional sources of infor- 
mation will be found in your local libraries, museums* historical societies* 
and community* Local residents may have special collections or knowledge 
vjhich will add new resources to your list* 

Your reaction to our materials and/or your suggestions for additional 
entries will be welcomed. If PROBE can be of any assistance in locating or 
securing resources for you* please contact the Cooperstown office at P* 0* 

Box 445 f Coopers toim* New York 13326* 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 



Andrews, Edward Do The Community Industries of the Shakers , 

Albany: The University of the State of New York, 1932. 

0 The Gift to be Simple o New York; J. J. Augustin, 

1940 o (BIP - Paperback o) 

Shaker songs, rituals, and dances are described. Current- 
ly available In paperback from Dover Press » 

„ The People Called Shakers . New York:. Oxford University 

Fx^oss f 1933 ® 

This book gives an account of Shaker history and communi- 
ties, with many details of everyday life. Currently available 
from Dover Press in paperback, 

Andrews, Edward D. and Andrews, Faith. Shaker Furniture . New York 
Dover Publications, 1950. (BIP - Paperback.) 

This book Includes photographs of Shaker furniture and 
Interiors and descriptions of Shaker houses, and shops. 
Currently available in paperback from Dover Press, 

Bailey, Carolyn Sherwln, Pioneer Art In America , New York: The 

Viking Press, 1944, (BIP - gr. 

This Is a good juvenile art history which Includes 
pictures from the Homespun period. 

Blllington, Ray A. Protestant Crusade. I 8 OO-I 86 Q . Chicago; 
Quadrangle Books, Inc,, 19^4. (BIP, ) tT 

Well documented history of religious controversies and 

changes In the Age of Homespun, 

Blsbee, Ernest Emerson, The Empire State Scrap Book of Stories 
and Legends of Old New York, Lancaster, N,H.: The Blsbee 

Press, 1939 o 

Bode, Carl (comp,), American Life In the l840*S o New York: 
Doubleday & Co,, Inc,, 19^>7o (BIP - Paperback.) 

Boynlck, David K, Pioneers In Petticoats . New York: Crowell, 

1959o (BIP - gr, 7 -hT) 

Branch, Edward D, The Sentimental Years, 1836-1860 . New York: 
Appleton-Century , 193^o 

. Sentimental Years; I 836 -I 860 , Magnolia, Mass.; Peter 
Smith, n,d, (BIP.) 

Discusses many aspects of life during mid 19th Century, 
Included are many of the movements which developed then: 
feminism, temperance, phrenology, and spiritualism. 
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Brooks, Van Wyoko The World of Washington Irving . New York: 

E. P. Dutton & COo , Inco , 19^. T. (S.) 

Provides Interesting, and well-written history of the 
Homespun period. Included are Washington Irving and James 
Fenimore Cooper. 

Brown, Richard C. The Human Side of American History . Boston: 

Ginn, 1962. 

Included in this book are Age of Homespun .materials on 
revival meetings, education, treatment of the insane, and 
abolition. 

Buehr, Walter. Home Sweet Home in the Nineteenth Century . New York: 

Crowell , 1965 o 

Interesting - illustrated. 

Calhoun, Arthur W. Social History of the American Family . 3 Vols. 
Vol. 2: From Independence through the Civil War^ New York: 

Barnes & Noble, 19b0. TbiFT) 

Carmer, Carl L» The Hudson . New York: Farrar & Rinehart, 

Incorporated, 1939 • TBIP - Paperback or hardback.) 

A juvenile edition, The Hudson River is also available. 

• The Tavern Lamps Are Burning . New York: D. McKay Co., 

19^4. To (S.) 

, The Susquehanna . New York: Rinehart, 1955* (BIP.) S.T. 

Carson, Clarence Bo American Tradition . Irvington-on Hudson: 
Foundation for Economic Education, 1964. (BIP.) 

Channing, Marion L. The Magic of Spinning , Marlon, Massachusetts: 



Chevalier, Michel. Society, Manners, and Politics . New York: 
Augustus M. Kelley , 1839 • (BIP. ) 

Current edition is available from the publishing firm 
of Peter Smith in Magnolia, Mass. 

Commanger, Henry Steele. Crusaders for Freedom . Garden City, 

N.Y.: Doubleday 9 196^; (BlP - gr. 8-11.) S. T. 

Compilation of contemporary documents on reform movements. 



Cooper, James Fenimore. Notions of the Americans : Picked up b v 

a Travelling Baohelorl 2 Vols. New York: Frederick Unga - 
Publishing Co 0, Inc., n.d. (BIP.) T. (S.) 

Cross, Whitney R. The Burned-over District . Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Press, 1950. T . ( S . ) 
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Ellis, David Mo, Frost, James Ao, Syrett, Harold C, and Carman, 

Harry J» A Short History of New York State . Ithaca, New 
York: Cornell University Press, 1957 • (BIP. ) T. (S.) 

Well written short history of New York. Provides good 
background for more detailed works. 

Fish, Carl R. Rise of the Common Man, 1830-1850 » New York: 

Macmillan Co . , 1937 • (bTpTJ 

Flick, Alexander C. (edo) History of the State of New York. 10 Vols. 
New York: Columbia University Press, 1933-37- 

For this period and topic see Vol. 5 - Conque ring the 
Wilderness , Vol. 6 - The Age of Reform, Vol. 7 - Modern Party 
Battles . 

Fllerl, Howard H. , and Urell, Catherine. Living in New_York . 

Chicago: Follett Publishing Co., 1902. S. T. 

This textbook, written for ;junlor high, provides a general 
history of the growth of New York. Well illustrated with maps 

and charts. 

Fox, Dixon R. Yankees and Yorkers . New York: University Press, 

1940. 2nd edition: Port Washington, N.Y.: I. J. Friedman, 

1963 . S. T. 

Halsey, Francis W. Old New York Frontier , New York: Charles 

Scribner's Sons, 1901. 

Currently available from Friedman Publishing. 

Hedrick, Ulysses P. A History of Agriculture in the State of_New 
York: Albany; New York State Agricultural Society, 1933*^ 

(Reprinted, I 966 by New York State Historical Association.) 

This book contains material on farming, farm life, taverns, 
small Industries, utopian communities, transportation, news- 
papers and agricultural organizations. Paperback edition is 

available. 

Hinds, William A. American Communities . Oneida, N.Y.: Office 

of the American Socialist, 1878. ^ j ^ 

This is a standard work on Utopian Colonies. Included 
are descriptions of the Amana, Shaker, and Oneida communities. 
Available in paperback from Citadel. 

Hurst, J. Willard. Law and the Conditions of Freed om in the 19th 
Century United States . Madison, Wisconsin; University of 
Wisconsin Press , 1956 • (BIP.) 

Jones, Louis C. Growing Up in Cooper Country ., Syracuse, New York: 

Syracuse University Press^ 19o5 • (BIP . ) S. T. 

Interesting, well written stories about growing up in 
upstate New York during early 19^^^ Century . Based upon Beyl 
Beardsley's Reminiscenaes and Henry Cla rk Wright's H^n Ll.e. 
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King, C. Wendell 0 Social Movements in the United States. New 
York: Random HouseV”lncTr”l95^'^ (BIP. ) 

Lanffdon. William Co Everyday Things in American Life> 1607-1876* 

2 Vols. Vol. 2: ^6-1676^ New York: Charles Scribner's 

Sons, 1937-19^1 0 (BIPo) S. T. 

Illustrated « In»jludes hlbliography . 

Mack, Raymond W* Transforming America; Patterns of Social Change# 
New York: Random House , Inc • , 19^7 • (BIP. ) 

Mannello, George, and Davidson, Robert A. Life in New York , 

New Yoxk: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, I902T S. T. 

Written as a 7th grade text, this book provides a 
general history of New York, its people, government, traditions, 
etc. Reference. 

Mau, Clayton C. The Development of Central and Western New, York . 
Rochester: The DuBois Press, 19^4. Revised edition: Dans- 

vine, N.Y.: F. A. Owen Publishing Co., 1958. 

Mau Includes source materials about every day -life during 
the development of central and western New York. Also includ- 
ed are references to schools and textbooks used therein. 

Melcher, Marguerite Fellows. The S haker Adventure . Cleveland: 
Western Reserve University Press , I960 • 

This book emphasizes the everyday life of the Shakers. 
Currently available in paperback. 

Miller, Douglas T. Jacksonian Aristocracy . New York; Oxford 
University Press, 1987 . (BIPT) tT (S.) 

Ross, Ishbel. Taste in America; An Illustrated Histo ry of the 

Evolution of Architecture. Furnishings. Fashion, and Customs___ 
of the American People . New York : Thomas Y . Crowell Company , 

1967. (BIP.) 

Simms, Jeptha R. The Frontiersmen of New York . 2 Vols. Albany; 

G. C. Riggs, 18^2-3. To ,4.4,^ 4 

Maybe difficult to obtain, but this work still remains 

a very significant study of early New York. 

Sloane. Eric. Americana. 3 Vols. New York; Funk & Wagnalls Co., 
n.d. (BIP. r So To 

Vol. I - Ame rican Barns and Covered Bridges . 

Vol. II - American Yest e rday . 

Vol. Ill - O ur Vanishing landscape . 

. Diary of a n Early American Boy . New York: W. Funk, 

i^2. (BIP.l WTYl ^ 

This 1805 diary of Noah Blake gives a picture of life 

on a farm during the Age of Homespun. 
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Sloane, Eric. A Museum of Early American Tools . New York: 

W. Punk, iWT. (BIP.5 S. T. 

Snellar, Anne Gertrude. A Vanished World . Syracuse: Syracuse 

University Press, 1964. (BIP. ) S . T. 

This is the story of the author's family and its life 
on a New York State farm in the 19th Century. 

Thompson, Harold W. Body, Boots, and Britches. New York: J. B. . 

Lippincott, Company , 1940 . T^ (sTJ 

Polk tales, ballads, proverbs , and.. anecdotes about New 
York State are included in this work. 

Tunis, Edwin. Colonial Living . Cleveland: The World Publishing 

Co., 1957. (BIP.) tTTs.) 

Tyler, Alice P. Preedom's Perment. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 1944-7 fT”Ts.) Currently available in 
paperback. 

Deals with a number of religions and. reform, movements. 
Included are Mormonism, Trane endental ism.,, and utopias, as 
well as reform movements in education, welfare, and temperance. 
Bibliography. 

Van Gordon, John H. The Susquehanna Plows On. Ithaca, N.Y.: 

Wilcox Press, Inc. 

An interesting narrative of the development of the 
Southern Tier region of New York State . 

Van Wagenen, Jared, Jr. The Gold en Age of Homespun. New York: 

Hill & Wang, 1963» (BIP.) ^S. T. 

Very readable account of life in pre-Civil War New York. 

Walter, George W. Chips and Shavings . Sherburne N.Y. : Heritage 

Press , 1966 . 

Delightful, though at times biased, collection of short 
stories about the lives of upstate New Yo,rkers . 

Wecter, Dixon. The Saga of American Society; a Record of Social 
Aspiration. 1607-1937 » New York: Scribneir, 1937* T. (S.) 

Primarily a history of the development of upper class 
society in the United States. 

Wilcox, R. Turner. Pive Centuries of American Costume. New York: 
Charles Scribner ' s Sons , 1963 • 

Well illustrated history of American dress, including 
chapters on military and civilian dress in the 19'th Century. 

Wilson, Rufus Rockwell and Wilson, Otille Erickson. New York in 
Literature . Elmira: Primavera Press, 19^+7 • T. 

Wright, Richardson. American Ways and Eccentrics from Colonial 

Times to the Civil War . New York: Prederick Ungar Publish- 

ing Co., n.d. (BIP. ) 
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Wright, Richardson. Hawkers and Walkers,, in. Early America . New 
York : Frederick Ungar Publishing Co.. , n.d.7^ (BIP. ) 



